











Yumi: In Britain the weather changes many times in a day in April.  You have
sunny, cloudy, and rainy weather in one day.

Meg : Does it change so often? I don't believe it.
Yumi: 1 didn't believe it either when my host mother talked about the weather.

But it really changed. She gave me this umbrella in case of* rain.

Meg : She was very kind. Now this umbrella also makes me happy because I
am under this umbrella with you. Thank you for sharing® your umbrella.

Yumi: You are welcome. By the way® are you really all right ?

Meg : Well, I'm worrying about my friend. I argued® with her about a small
thing.

Yumi: Don't worry. Everything is like the weather in April in Britain. It is

(@ ) in the morning, and suddenly it begins to rain. But after an

hour you have (@ ) weather again. It is like our life. Bad things
don't (@ ) forever. Cheer up*, Meg.

Meg : Thank you for talking to me. I think we can become good friends.

Yumi : ® ' ' each other on a rainy day.
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we can say good friends never talk to
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In the kitchen, an eight-year-old boy, Mark, was waiting for his mother. He

really wanted to tell her gwhat his younger brother did. After a while, his mother

returned from the store, and she was carrying a lot of food through the kitchen door.
When Mark saw her, he ran to her.

Mark said to her, “Father was not here and I was playing outside. During that
time a terrible thing happened in the living room! Look at these crayons®. Tom
wrote on the wall with the crayons.” He continued, “If you look at it, you will be
very angry” because we have just moved into this new house, right ?”

Then, she said with an angry face, “Where is your little brother now ?”  She
put everything on the floor and walked to the closet* in his room. She thought he
went there to hide*.

“Tom, are you listening ?”

She called his name as she went into his room.

“Come out right now!” she shouted.

Tom was very afraid — he knew his mother was very angry. She opened the
door quickly. She took his arm and dragged® her crying son to the living room.
Her voice got louder.

“You are always shouting, pushing, and behaving very badly. Why can't you
behave like your brother ?”

When they came into the living room, she looked at the wall. For a little while,

she was just standing there without saying a word. “I'm sorry, Mom,” Tom said.
After that, large tears* came to her eyes. She was so ’ @ ‘ with the
message she read. It said, ‘T love Mom!” It had a big heart* around it. Then,

she held him in her arms and said quietly, ‘T love you, too.”
A few days later, she put a frame which has no pictures in it to surround* the

message and the big heart.
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Do you know there are many poisonous snakes® in Okinawa? A lot of people
were injured or killed by these snakes. To stop such accidents, the Japanese
government brought mongooses to Okinawa from foreign countries in 1910. The
government thought they liked to eat the snakes and the snake eggs, but ; the result
was not good. They didn't eat many poisonous snakes. Some of the rare* birds
were eaten by them.

Black basses have also caused the same problem in Japan. They are big black
fish with large mouths. A man brought these fish from the United States in 1925
as food or game fish®. | 2 | Many people are worrying
about this problem.

In America, people also have had the same kind of problem. In 1876 kud:zu
was introduced to the United States when the Japanese government built a beautiful
garden” to celebrate® the 100th birthday of the United States. It is a vine® with
large, green leaves and small flowers. Some Americans who like plants® thought
it was beautiful and began to introduce it everywhere®. Some people found that
animals liked to eat it, so they thought it was an important food for animals.

But people in America didn’t know that | 3 . It
grows very quickly in the south of the United States. Especially in a hot summer
kudzu can grow over 30 centimeters® in a day or 18 meters in a season. It now
covers a large part of the south. It covers anything that is not moving, for
example, homes, vending machines and trees. Kwudzu covers forests, too. Trees
need light to live, but they cannot get any light because they are covered with
kudzu, so some forests die.

What can we do to stop such mistakes*? We should know foreign species may
be both good and bad for the different ecosystems. They are sometimes useful as
our food or pets® and so on, but they cause problems we didn’t think of. When we
bring some foreign species, we should think about the long-term effects®.

Now the American government is trying to stop the damage* of the kudzu.
Scientists tried to kill kudzu with poisons®, but the kudzu did not die. It just grew
faster. Scientists are thinking about bringing some insects® from China. These
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insects like to eat kudzu, but | O |. too.
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4 Now in some lakes there are fewer fish than before.
1 Since then, we have seen a lot of black basses in many parts of Japan.
7 And in those places, they have eaten a lot of other fish.
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Mongooses were introduced to foreign countries from Okinawa in 1910.
The American government brought black basses to Japan 100 years ago.
Some forests covered with kudzu die because the trees can get no light.
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We have to stop worrying about the result caused by foreign species.
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(1) A : Wow, there are many CDs here!

oy

: Look at this CD. You were talking about this one last week, right ?
A : Oh, yes. This is the [looking / CD / was / for / 1.

(2) A : This is a picture of the Statue of Liberty in New York.

sy

: It is so big and wonderful.
A : Did you know that France (it / to / gave / as / America) a symbol of
friendship ?

sy

: Yes. It is a nice story.
(3) : Hey, Maria. Do you know tomorrow is Jim's birthday ?

: Oh, no! I need to buy him a present, but I don't know what he wants.
: Don't worry. He said he likes useful presents.

: Useful...? A watch may be useful. What do you think ?

o o

Does he want [ buy / me / more / something / to / useful ] than a watch ?

s

: I think a watch is a great present! He can use it every day.





