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Today, we learned about depopulation at school. The same thing is happening in this
town, right?

Yes. Young people go to cities and old people stay in towns. Last week, my
father told me an interesting story about depopulation in Shikoku. It was from
a book :[ write ] by Mr. Yokoishi.

Who is he?

He is a farm leader in a town in Tokushima-ken. He has done that job ( @ ) he left
college. He was worried about depopulation in his town and wanted old people to
have a happy life. One day, he had a good idea.

What was that?

Mr. Yokoishi went to a Japanese restaurant to have dinner with his friends.
He looked at the leaves which were put on the plates with food. He thought there
were a lot of leaves in the mountains of his town. Suddenly he had a great idea.
He A The cook said that he always went into the mountains to get them,
but he B l Then Mr. Yokoishi thought it would be easy for the old people

in his town to find leaves, because they And he thought they could sell

leaves to Japanese restaurants.

I see. His idea was to sell leaves. Why are leaves put on the plates with food?

Because food looks more beautiful when we see it with leaves.
So Japanese restaurants need them.

Yes. ®And then, (HIFEALBILHEOEZEEL T L),
At first, they didn’t think they could sell leaves.

But some of them thought @g; would be good to stay healthy by walking around

the mountains to find beautiful leaves. So they decided to sell leaves with
Mr. Yokoishi. And, they were taught how to use computers by him. Now, they can
take orders from all over Japan through the Internet.

That’s great! Are the old people in the town happier now?

Yes. And they stay healthy, too. Old people know many things that young people
don’t know, and young people know new things that old people don’t know.

Old people’s knowledge and young people’s ideas can make towns more cheerful.
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a couldn't find many beautiful leaves.
b knew a lot about the mountains and many kinds of leaves.

¢ asked a cook how he got the leaves.
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(1) Why do cooks in Japanese restaurants put leaves on the plates with food?

(2) How do the old people in the town take orders for leaves"
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Today I learned about depopulation in Japan at school. I heard an interesting story
from Kobhei.

In a town in Japan, the old people walk around the mountains to find beautiful leaves
and sell them to Japanese restaurants. By doing this, they get money and stay
healthy. So the town is very cheerful. I thought it was great.

Mr. Yokoishi had a good idea to help old people, but I want to do something for

young people. For example, | @)




