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Hello everyone. My name is Duncan. I'm from Kenya. I am studying about environmental
problems. Have you ever done anything for the earth? When I talk about that, many people
think it is difficult to do something good for the earth. But @E is not so difficult. I think the
easiest thing we can do is to reduce garbage. Today I am going to tell you about that. I'd like
to talk about plastic bags.

When we buy something at stores, clerks give us paper bags or plastic bags. Do you get them?
I A |

About thirty billion plastic bags are used in Japan every year. It means everyone in Japan gets

one every day. We can use them again, but many of them will become garbage. That’s really
mottainai.

I learned the word mottainai from Wangari Maathai. Do you know her? She has worked
hard to protect forests in Kenya and got the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. She was impressed by
the Japanese word mottainai and introduced it to the world. I also like it very much. I don’t
get plastic bags when I don’'t need them. This is the easiest thing we can do for the earth.

Today I have an interesting thing to show you. Look at this. This is a furoshiki, of course.
One of my Japanese friends gave this one to me. ®But (ZhEZLEDEHEFEHI Db SED-
#2). I asked him and learned a lot from him. You can wrap or carry many kinds of things

with it. You can put it in your pocket and use it again and again. ®I think it is very useful.
Now, I will make something with this furoshiki. What does it look
like? Can you guess? Yes. This is a bag! TI'll try to use this furoshiki

at stores. | B | But there are other environmental

problems, too. It is important for us to know about them. And it is also
important to do something. 1 will be glad if you agree with me.
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a DBut one day I read about plastic bags in a book.
b Then I was very surprised.

¢ I always got them before.

d So I don't get them now.
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7 Some stores started selling furoshikis.

4 Then I won’t need plastic bags.

” So I will buy plastic bags there.

T I will get furoshikis when I buy something.
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Maki:

Kate:

Maki:
Kate:

Maki:

I didn't know we use so many plastic bags in Japan. When I go ( @ ), I
always get them at stores.

Me, too. I will try to stop getting plastic bags. How about you, Maki?

Of course I will. I hope many people will ( ® ) us to reduce garbage.
That’s right. Duncan will try to use his furoshiki. His idea is wonderful, and
he told us something important. Plastic bags are not the only environmental
problem. There are many other things we can do. Let’s think about that
together. Do you have any ideas?

Sure. i ®




