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I read G>an interesting thing in a book. It was about plastic bags.

Plastic bags?
Yes. About thirty billion plastic bags are used in Japan every year.
I didn’t know that.
It means everyone in Japan gets one plastic bag every day. I was very surprised.
Do you get plastic bags at stores?
Yes, I get them when I buy something.
Do you use them again?
I use some of them. But many of them will become garbage.
I think it’'s mottainai.

What? Did you say mottainai?
Yes. Do you know Wangari Maathai? @I (a / from / it / book / learned ) about
her. She likes the Japanese word, and I also like it very much.

1 have heard her name, too. She is the woman who got the Nobel Peace_ Prize
in 2004.

| A | She has worked hard to protect the environment for a

long time. I'm interested in protecting the environment, too.

What can we do?... Oh, Duncan, you have a nice thing on the table!

This tablecloth?

It is not a tablecloth. It is a furoshiki. -
Furoshiki? | B |

It is something for carrying things. I saw an old woman at a store last week.

When a clerk tried to put things into a plastic bag, she took out her furoshiki and
used it to carry things she bought.

Oh, we can use a furoshiki as a bag when we buy something! That's a good idea.
I think there are a lot of things we can do for the earth. To use a furoshiki is just
one of them. We should always have the word mottainai in our minds and think

what we can do.

I agree with our idea.
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7 All plastic bags we get at stores will become garbage.
4 Japanese people use many plastic bags every year.
7 Many people in Kenya use the Japanese word mottainai.
I Duncan uses his furoshiki as a tablecloth.
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7 What's that? 4 She will get it.
2 I don’t know her. T Did you buy it?
#* Who is she? 7 That's right.
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Duncan is from Kenya. His ( ® ) Japanese word is mottainai. He knows many
plastic bags are used in Japan. At stores clerks ( ® ) us plastic bags when we
buy something. And many of them will become garbage. It is not good for the
environment. It is important to ( @ ) the word mottainai in our minds.

( ® ) 7 easy 4 favorite %y different I own
(® ) 7 give 4 take %  make I have
( @ ) 7 show 4 come Yy keep I buy



